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Using “six thinking hats” at the English lesson
Warm up

As we mentioned above, we can use “six thinking hats” at any stage of the lesson, e.g. as a warm
up exercise at the beginning of the lesson;

«

The teacher puts the question: “ You are having a party at home, you are dancing on the music
and having fun. Your neighbor asks you to turn down the volume of your CD player. What would
you do? The teacher gives students 5 minutes to express their ideas using hats.

Expected answers:
White Hat: Describes the situation as it is.

Red Hat: It is not fair, if the neighbor is kind, she should take into account that kids do want have
fun.

Yellow Hat: It’s better to sympathize with the neighbor’s caprice.

Black Hat: Our guests would be annoyed, without the music they might leave the party.
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Green Hat: Let’s apologize to the neighbor for being too loud.

Blue Hat: Let’s think about what color of hat is better to put on and decide how to solve the
problem. We’d better put on the green hat (or any answer students feel possible)

Using “six thinking hats” for the stories in the literature at higher grades

Putting the White Hat on, students think about information and facts about the book or story;
e.g.) a) Title, b) Author and illustrator, c) Plot, d) Characters’ names, what they look like, e)
Setting

Putting the Red Hat on, students discuss feelings, likes and dislikes

1. a) How did the book make you feel?

2. b) How did you feel when the character did......?
3. c¢) How did the ending make you feel?

4. d) How did the ending make you feel?

5. e) Did you like the story, illustrations, characters etc.?
Putting the Yellow Hat on, students discuss benefits, good points, advantages about the story

Putting the Black Hat on, students speak about disadvantages, dangers, problems in the book or
in the story

1. a) What are the dangers involved in visiting/doing/meeting.....7

2. b) What are the disadvantages?
Putting the Green Hat on, students discuss new ideas, creating, adapting, innovating facts

1. a) Let’s write a new ending

2. b) Write an acrostic about the main character
3. c) Draw new illustrations for the story

4. d) Think of a different way to solve the problem

5. e) Write an innovation on the story
Putting the Blue Hat on, students control which hat goes on and off, blue hat tells us when to
switch hats and indicates what type of thinking is needed.

Above mentioned methodology can be used for any material in the textbook, but we’ve chosen
some texts for higher grades:
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New Inspiration, Level 2, grade 8, p.88 “I'm a Celebrity - Get Me out Here!”
New Inspiration, Level 3, grade 9, p.16, “It All Started in the Bus”

Gateway A2, grade 10, p.67, “What’s in your Food?”

Gateway B1, grade 11, 44, “Health Problems and Illness”

Gateway B1+, grade 12, p.45, “The Future of Food”
et us take one of these texts and shape it to this methodology:

e S A

New Inspiration, Level 3, grade 9, p.16, “It All Started in the Bus”

White hat gives information about the text based on the facts the presenter should be free from
the personal feelings and emotions and mentions about where does the action takes place? (on a
bus), who is the main character? (Rosa Parks), where does she work? (at the department store)
etc.

Red hat expresses feelings-what does the student feel, expresses emotions freely in light colors.

Black hat sees the negative sides of the case, what is happening in the bus, what are the risks,
finds weak points, what is the threat?

Yellow hat expresses the optimism, finds the positive sides in the story, the relevant question is-
what are the benefits in this case? What are the positive sides? (Many historians believe that the
movement began with Rosa Parks’ action on the Cleveland Avenue bus)

Green hat gives possibility to activate students critical thinking skills once more, this time they
think about the new ways to solve the problem, students think about alternatives, new
approaches to the problem

Blue hat acts as a facilitator, he/she manages the thinking process, sums up all results, and blue
hat is a reflexive hat.

Using “six thinking hats” for the class project “Living Together” at higher grades

Brief Description of the Project

Project “Living Together” consists of five units:

1. Migration
2. Integration

3. Tensions
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4, Whose values should dominate?

5. Participation in public life. Project can be performed

Project can be performed at higher grades. Problems put in the project is familiar not only for
one country, but for all the countries all over the world including Georgia

Materials for the project is available at - teachingenglish.org.uk
Teachers feel free create:

e C(lass discussions on current events relevant to students’ lives

e Community service programs related to students’ needs

e Decision-making tasks

e Implementing role-plays
We can create kind of graph, or our own storyboard

- ] —— |

What de we knaw? What are some sftsmatives?
et dees this tell ss? His cain we infownel

Yellow Hat

P
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Using “six thinking hats” for the managing debates
“Civic Education Makes Us What We Are!”
Before we start debates, we should give students some rules for debates or interaction tips:

e Don'tinterrupt each other

e Respect your opponent’s point of view

e Don’t use offensive words

e Keep time limit (each student speaks not more than a minute)

e Useappropriate addressing:
- [ agree with you but ...

- Why not?

[ completely disagree with you because...
e [am sorry, can you repeat this again?

e Really? I think that...

e What do you mean?

e [agree completely, etc.
Debate in civic education

Goals for the debate:

1. To build up good citizenship skills
2. To apply critical thinking and analyses

3. To make our community better

Main point for the debate: Citizenship education is not about giving directives on what to do. It is
a process by which students are helped to make decisions in their everyday life based on-judging
what is right, and doing what they believe to be right, even in the face of pressure from outside
or temptation from inside.

Discussion Topics

e  Which of these positions most closely matches your own beliefs?
e  Which of the following makes you feel the best?

e Being secure.

39b6500aM700L E bybano



e Being free.
e Protecting the rights of others.

e Will citizens who possess integrity always make wise and good decisions? Explain your answer.
A teacher with students choose any topic appropriate for the debate and solve the problems by
using Edward De Bono’s methodology “Six Thinking Hats”
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4. Edward De Bono: “Think Creatively”
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